
WELCOME TO 
Reception at 
MARIE WELLER PRIMARY 
SCHOOL



Introductions:

Dan Cox Headteacher
Caroline Lewis Deputy Head
Jess Bloxham Early Years Lead

Laura Leatherland Class Teacher
Nicki Wilson

Diane Howkins
Special Needs Coordinator

Teaching Assistant
Michelle O’Sullivan Teaching Assistant
Rhianna Goddard Teaching Assistant



Our Promise

• We will know your child as an individual

• We will be kind, honest and approachable

• We will keep them safe, settled and happy

• We will work alongside you, not apart from you



Where they are is where we start

• Every child arrives a little different, and that is fine

• We talk at length with the nurseries and preschools

• We watch, listen and get to know them first

• We plan from what they can already do



Partners in Progress

• We share what we see, you share what you see

• Catch-ups at the door are welcome

• Parent consultations during the year

• Honest, two-way conversations from day one

• Attendance, punctuality and holidays 



Ready for School

• Ready does not mean reading, writing or counting

• It means feeling safe, curious and confident

• Independence and self-help skills matter most

• We meet every child where they are

• We will go through some ideas later about how you can support 
this



Transition to School

May 2026: 

- Welcome pack collected tonight. Nurseries and Pre-Schools 
transition started.

June 2026: 

- Class Dojo Lauch – Receive an e-invite to join the Class Dojo 
page. We will use this over the coming weeks and summer. 

July 2026: 

- Two Stay and Play Visits – one adult per child!

- Family Picnic – Everyone welcome! 



Our Learning – The EYFS Framework

Early Years 
Foundation Stage.

Literacy

Maths

Understanding 
the World

Expressive 
Arts & Design

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

Development

Communication 
and Language

Physical 
Development

Prime Areas

Specific Areas



Our Learning
• Continuous Provision

• Themes

• Adult Guided Tasks

• Indoor and Outdoors

• Phonics



A Day in the Life

• 8:30am: Arrive at school

• 8:40am: Register

• Phonics

• Active Break and fruit snack

• Carpet time – Drawing Club/Topic

• Continuous Provision

• Lunchtime

• Carpet Time - Maths input

• Continuous Provision

• Story and Home Time

• At 3:15pm the children will meet you in a line at the gates and we ask that 
you wave at your child! 



What to expect in the first two weeks

• A gentle, staggered start

• Short sessions first, then mornings, then full days

• Lots of play, story and outdoor time

• Familiar faces at the door each day



Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September Group Sessions
See ‘Session Times’ 

in your Welcome 
Pack

Monday 7th September Morning Session – All Together 8:30am – 11:40am

Tuesday 8th & Wednesday 9th 
September Morning and Lunch Session 8:30am – 1:15pm 

From Thursday 10th September Full days 8:30am – 3:15pm



Before September

• Read through the Welcome Pack 

• Return any forms 

• Look out for your ClassDojo invitation over the summer

• Put the September transition dates in your diary

• Order school uniform and name everything

• Get in touch if any worries come up before term starts



Summer Learning at Home 
• Practise putting on a coat and shoes independently

• Use the toilet and wash hands without help

• Recognise their own first name in writing

• Hold a pencil, knife and fork comfortably

• Share a story together at bedtime

• Talk positively about starting school

• Getting dressed in the uniform 

• Practising the walk to school



Every day we need… 

• School Bookbag (no large rucksacks)

• Named water bottle

• A spare set of clothes in the book bag, just in case

• Lunch sorted in advance: school dinner booked or packed lunch

• Every item clearly named, including jumpers, cardigans and coats

• PE Bag/ Forest School kit (on PE/Forest School day)



Staying in touch with us

• ClassDojo for updates from us 

•  Tapestry for sharing with us

• School office: 01327 552400

• Catch the class teacher at the gate at drop off or pick up

• If you are worried, please tell us early



Welcome Pack

• Reception information booklet

• Forms to complete and return

• Golden coin

• Golden letter for your child



To Sum Up

• We understand every child and every family is different

• We will get to know yours, properly and patiently

• We work with you, not around you

• No worry is too small, please come and tell us

• Trust us ☺



Your Turn

We are around for questions if you have any.
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