January 2025 M

Dear Parents and Guardians

YEAR 1 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER — SPRING TERM

Happy New Year! We hope you’ve all had a lovely Christmas break, managed to stay well and enjoyed
spending family-time together. Here are a few of the many exciting things we have planned for this term.
As a team we feel so proud of everything that the children have achieved during the Autumn Term and we
are very excited to continue to explore a wide variety of topics with the children.

Each day the children will be reminded of our three school golden rules Be Ready, Be Respectful, Be Safe
and our Class Dojo system is also linked to these rules.

English
During the Spring term, we will continue to learn, develop and apply different writing skills. This will include

capital letters, finger spaces and using the correct type of punctuation for the sentence written. To support
our writing, we will continue learning about adjectives, verbs and plurals, as well as using conjunctions such
as ‘and’ and ‘because’ to join ideas together.

Our topic for this term is hot and cold countries. We will start by writing a hon-chronological report about
meerkats based on the book ‘Meerkat Mail’ by Emily Gravett. We will then move on to writing a short
narrative based on the book ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers.

After half term, our topic is people who have changed the world. We will be exploring the book ‘Man on the
Moon’ by Simon Bartram which will link to our History learning. We will then use our senses to descriptively
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The children have made an excellent start with Phonics in Year 1 — well done! As per usual, the children
have been assessed and placed in the correct phonics group for their current stage. We will continue
assessing all children regularly to ensure they are in the correct phonics group for them, and will ensure
anyone who needs it gets regular support consolidating the sounds learned in the groups. Each week, the
children will continue getting a new book bag book to read at home. As a reminder, these books are meant
to be easy for the children to read as they are building their fluency, storytelling voice and comprehension
whilst reading to you at home.

We will start sending out optional phonics learning videos through Class Dojo to further support all children.
Please continue supporting your child’s reading at home as this is having a hugely positive impact on their
learning. In the run-up to the Phonics Screening Check (PSC) (which will take place the week commencing
June 9™).

Maths

We have started looking at numbers to 20. Within this, we explore the place value of each digit to know if it
represents a ten or a one. We will then move on to increasingly larger numbers up to 50. We will also
practise adding, subtracting and comparing these numbers, using the symbols + - > < = and counting in
twos, fives and tens. At this stage, it’s incredibly helpful for children to be fluent in recalling number bonds to
and within 10 without having to count (e.g. 5+ 2 =7 and 6 + 4 = 10). Please can you continue to practise this
with your child at home if they are still finding this a bit tricky. Once your child is secure, please feel free to
move on to numbers up to 20 (e.g. 10 + 7 =17 and 11 + 9 = 20). Towards the end of the Spring term, we will
be learning how to measure length, height, weight and volume. To help your child at home, we recommend
downloading the free White Rose 1-minute maths app. https://whiterosemaths.com/1-minute-maths

Science
In our Science lessons, the children will continue exploring the properties of materials as well as seasonal
changes throughout the year. We will also be learning about animals, including humans.


https://whiterosemaths.com/1-minute-maths

Humanities

In Geography, the children will be identifying key features on a World Map, including the two poles and the
equator, and then will go onto research hot and cold countries. Using their previous knowledge from Autumn
1, they will look at the similarities and differences between hot and cold countries, identifying key human and
physical features. This will enable them to answer our key question “why can’t meerkats live at the North
Pole?”, which links to our English Unit.

In History we will be learning about significant people in history, including Neil Armstrong and our own local
Suffragette, Marie Weller (does that name ring a bell?). We will look at the impact these historical figures
have had on the world, and what their individual achievements were.

RE

During RE lessons, the children will be learning about different religions’ routines and rituals. They will also
study how and why Christians celebrate Easter.

Health & Wellbeing and British Values

Over the next few weeks, the children will be exploring the British Value of Tolerance of Different Faiths and
Beliefs. During the next half term, the children will focus on Democracy, closely linked with International
Women’s Day and our work on Marie Weller in History. As part of Health and Wellbeing, we will be learning
about our rights and respect, such as how to look after our environment and others around us. We will also
continue to explore the zones of regulation.

Computing

In Computing, we will be learning about digital painting using the iPads. In the next half term, we will be
programming a BeeBot robot in an app by giving it a set of instructions (known as commands) and creating
our own algorithms to get it to move in a way we like it to.

Art

In Art and Design this term, we will be exploring the artist Pablo Picasso and discussing what we think about
his work. Inspired by his portrait paintings, we will be developing our drawing and painting skills by creating
our own self-portraits. Throughout the term we will be continuing to use our sketchbooks to explore
techniques and develop our ideas.

Music

In Music, the children will be learning about the song ‘In the Groove’ in Spring 1 and ‘Round and Round’ in
Spring 2. They will explore different styles of music in relation to these songs, as well as learning about beat,
rhythm and improvisation.

PE

We will be doing PE on Mondays and Wednesdays. In PE this term we will be developing our gymnastics
skills. We will also be practising throwing and catching a ball. Earrings will need to be removed by the
children for PE and dance, and long hair needs to be tied back. Please ensure PE kits remain in school,
please refer to our uniform policy on our website for kit details.

Homework

The homework focus will continue to be on Phonics as we recognise the importance of developing the
children’s reading fluency in order to access other parts of the curriculum. Please ensure that your child’s
book is kept in the folder in the book bag as we cannot give them a new book unless they’ve returned their
previous one.

Key Dates
Please refer to the website via the following link: https://www.mariewelleracademy.com/events/



https://www.mariewelleracademy.com/events/

Trips and visits

The WI visit

To support our work on Marie Weller, we will be inviting members of the Towcester Women'’s Institute (WI) to
share their knowledge about our namesake and her work. We will also be sharing our own information
posters with them.

A few reminders:

Toys are not permitted at school: Please could we ask that you do not allow your child to bring toys into
school. If they do make their way into the classroom, they will be placed back into their bags until home time.

Book bags: Please ensure that your child has their book bag in school each day so that we can provide
them with reading books. Please do not put large or bulky keyrings on the bags.

Water bottles and snack: Please can we ask that each child brings named water bottle into school every
day. Daily fruit is provided but you could provide your child with a small, healthy snack for playtime. Crisps
and chocolate will not be allowed for snacks at morning break time.

Toilet breaks: Please make sure that your child has been to the toilet before they come into school. We
would appreciate if you could remind your child that break time, and lunchtime is when they should
go to the toilet. We understand that there will be times that they need to go during lessons, but we want to
avoid them missing their learning as much as possible.

MWPS Golden Rules:
Be Ready, Be Respectful, Be Safe.

With best wishes,

The Year 1 Team



