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Introduction

All Northamptonshire Local Authority maintained schools have a similar approach to
meeting the needs of children with Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) and are supported by the Local Authority to ensure that all children, regardless
of their specific needs, achieve their potential in school.

Under the Children and Families Act 2014, Local Authorities and schools are required
to publish information about the services they expect to be available for children and
young people with SEND aged 0-25. Local Authorities and schools are required to
publish and keep under review information about services they expect to be available
for the children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) aged 0-25.
This is the ‘Local Offer’. The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and
transparency for families. It will also be an important resource for parents in
understanding the range of services and provision in the local area. For further
information please refer to:

Local Offer | West Northamptonshire Council (westnorthants.gov.uk)

The changes in the Children and Families Act 2014 affect the way children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported in schools. The new
approach began on September 1% 2014 and places pupils at the centre of planning.

Legislation and guidance

This policy and information report is based on the statutory Special Educational Needs
and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice and the following legislation:

Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which sets out schools’ responsibilities
for pupils with SEN and disabilities

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, which set out schools’
responsibilities for Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans, SEN co-ordinators
(SENDCOs) and the SEN information report.

Definitions

A pupil has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special
educational provision to be made for them.

They have a learning difficulty or disability if they have:

A significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of the others of the same
age, or
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A disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind
generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools

Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to,
or different from, that made generally for other children or young people of the same
age by mainstream schools.

How do we identify children and young people with SEND and assess their needs?
There are 4 areas of ‘Special Educational Need’:

Communication and interaction

Cognition and learning

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties
Sensory and/or physical

Children’s needs will be identified and met as early as possible through:

the analysis of data including entry profiles

classroom-based assessment and monitoring arrangements

following up parental concerns

tracking individual children’s progress over time

information from previous schools/nurseries

information from other services

undertaking, when necessary, a more in depth individual assessment - this may
include a range of commercially available assessments, carefully chosen to deliver
appropriate, useful information on a pupil’s needs.

involving an external agency where it is suspected that a special educational need is
significant.

We will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will
build on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers will make
regular assessments of progress for all pupils and identify those whose progress:

Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline
Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress

Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers

Widens the attainment gap

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs.
Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as
having SEND.

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with
the desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views
and the wishes of the pupil and their parents. We will use this to determine the
support that is needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, or
whether something different or additional is needed.

If your child is identified as not making progress, we will set up a meeting to discuss
this with you in more detail. We will listen to concerns, plan any additional support
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your child may need and discuss any referrals to outside professionals to support your
child’s learning. This will be done as a partnership. Also, if you feel that your child has
special needs ask for a meeting to discuss your concerns.

If my child has SEND who will be involved?

All staff in school have a responsibility for maximising achievement and opportunity
of vulnerable learners — specifically, all teachers are teachers of pupils with special
educational needs and EAL. Staff are aware of their responsibilities towards all
vulnerable learners and a positive and sensitive attitude is shown towards all pupils at
all times.

We will have an early discussion with the pupil and their parents when identifying
whether they need special educational provision. These conversations will make sure
that:

e Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and
difficulty

e We take into account the parents’ concerns

e Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child

e Everyone is clear on what the next steps are

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the pupil’s record and given to their
parents.

We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a pupil will receive SEND
support.

> Class teacher

Before any SEND are identified your child’s class teacher will first make sure your
child’s learning is suited to them and will adapt the type of task, the way learning is
approached, or the way they help motivate your child before seeing the SENDCO
about the need for anything additional or different. They will use any strategies,
equipment or approaches identified as helpful to your child’s progress and liaise with
Teaching Assistants about the progress of your child in class and with any intervention
work they are doing with them. Your child’s views will also be sought within this
process. The class teacher is responsible for:

Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help your child may need (this could be targeted work or additional
support) and letting the Special Education Needs/Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCO)
know as necessary.

Personalised teaching and learning for your child as identified on the school’s
provision map.

Ensuring that the school’s inclusion Policy is followed in their classroom and for all
the pupils they teach with any SEND.

The SENDCO:*
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The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) will help the class teacher in
identifying children with SEND and consider what else can be tried within the
classroom. Once children are identified, they then liaise with school staff and help with
setting appropriate targets and choosing suitable interventions to help your child
make progress. They may assess your child to help them do this and seek their view.

The SENDCO is responsible for:

Developing and reviewing the school’s Inclusion Policy.

Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities
(SEND)

Ensuring that you are involved in supporting your child’s learning, kept informed about
the support your child is getting and involved in reviewing how they are doing.
Liaising with all the other people who may be coming in to school to help support your
child’s learning, e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology.
Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all the SEND needs of
pupils in this school are known) and making sure that records of your child’s progress
and needs are kept.

Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they
can help children with SEND in the school to achieve the best progress possible.

Teaching assistants: *
The Teaching Assistants support your child’s learning in class, either by directly
working with them, or by working with others in the class to allow the class teacher to

work directly with your child. They also take children for small group or one to one
intervention work, designed to help your child make greater progress.

The Head teacher: *

The Head teacher is responsible for the day-to-day management of all aspects of the
school; this includes the support for children with SEND. The Head teacher will give
responsibility to the SENDCO and class teachers, but is still responsible for ensuring

that your child’s needs are met. The Head teacher must make sure that the Governing
Body is kept up to date about issues relating to SEND.

The SEND Governor: *

The SEND Governor is responsible for making sure that the necessary support is given
for any child with SEND who attends the school.

*For staff names please refer to Marie Weller Primary School website

What are our school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing children and young
people’s progress towards outcomes?
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We will follow a graduated approach to supporting SEND:

- Quality First Teaching

- Initial Concerns

- One Page Profile

- Assess, Plan, Do, Review x3 cycles within SEND Support Plans

- Education Health and Care Plans
Children will be plotted against the West Northants SEND Ranges to identify a child’s
level of need, which can be shared with all those supporting the child with SEND.

The monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of our provision is carried out in
a number of ways, including:

ongoing assessment of progress made by intervention groups

feedback from all staff.

pupil interviews (when possible) when setting new targets or reviewing existing
targets

pupil progress tracking using assessment data

monitoring Assess, Plan, Do, Review Cycles within SEND Support Plans, evaluating
the impact of provision on pupils’ progress.

attendance records and liaison with Education Entitlement Service.

The class or subject teacher will work with the SENDCO to carry out a clear analysis
of the pupil’s needs. This will draw on:

The teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil

Their previous progress and attainment or behaviour

Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant

The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data
The views and experience of parents

The pupil’s own views

Advice from external support services, if relevant

The assessment will be reviewed regularly. All teachers and support staff who work
with the pupil will be made aware of their needs, the outcomes sought, the support
provided, and any teaching strategies or approaches that are required. We will
regularly review the effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact
on the pupil’s progress.

What is our approach to teaching children and young people with SEN?
Where children are underachieving and/or identified as having special educational

needs, the school provides for these additional needs in a variety of ways and might
use a combination of approaches to address targets identified for individual pupils.

Teachers differentiate work as part of quality first teaching

MWPS SEN Information Report 2023 5



The teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their
class. All teaching is built on what your child already knows, can do and can
understand. Different ways of teaching are in place, so that your child is fully involved
in learning in class. This may involve things like using more practical learning. Specific
strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCO) are in place to support your child
to learn. Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and
will have decided that your child has a gap or gaps in their understanding/learning and
needs some extra support to help them make the best possible progress.

Specific intervention group work

Interventions may be run, by the teacher or teaching assistant (TA) in the classroom
or shared area.

How are adaptations made to the curriculum and learning environment of children
and young people with SEN?

Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in
their class and will ensure that your child’s needs are met. Support staff, under the
direction of the class teacher, can adapt planning to support the needs of your child
where necessary. Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child
individually and in groups. Planning and teaching will be adapted, on a daily basis if
needed, to meet your child’s learning needs. All teaching is based on building on what
your child already knows and understands. Different ways of teaching are in place so
that your child is fully involved in learning in class. For your child this may involve using
more practical learning, different resources, using technology or additional adult
support. Your child’s class teacher will have carefully assessed your child’s progress
informally and formally and will know where there are gaps in understanding or
learning, they will decide when additional support is needed.

Specific resources may be used including:

A learning bay to limit distractions

Pencil grips to support control and to improve handwriting
Sit-fit cushion to support with posture and to reduce fidgeting
Visual prompts to remind children of learning

Visual timetables to develop sequencing of the day

Prompt cards such as | need help or a timeout card

Individual behaviour chart

Home/school communication book

Sensory toys

The school building is fully compliant with DDA requirements. Marie Weller is a two-
storey building with lift access, with wide (or double doors) and ramps. There are two
disabled toilets. We ensure wherever possible that equipment used is accessible to all
children regardless of their needs. After-school provision is accessible to all children;
including those with SEN. Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with
SEN.
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How does our school evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for children and
young people with SEN.

Our school evaluates the effectiveness of the provision for pupils with SEN,
equipment and facilities to support pupils. We evaluate the effectiveness of
provision for pupils with SEN by:

Reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals each term
Reviewing the impact of interventions

Using pupil questionnaires

Reviewing impact of Aseess, Plan, Do, Review cycles and SEND Support Plans
Holding annual reviews for pupils with EHC plans

Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by his/her class teacher. His/her
progress will be reviewed formally with the Headteacher and SENDCO every term in
reading, writing and numeracy. At the end of each key stage 2 all children are required
to be formally assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). Where necessary,
children will have a SEND Support Plan with targets specific to their needs and
designed to accelerate learning and close the gap. Progress against these targets will
be reviewed regularly, evidence for judgments assessed and a future plan made. The
progress of children with an EHC Plan will be formally reviewed at an Annual Review
with all adults involved with the child’s education. The SENDCO will also check that
your child is making good progress within any individual work and in any group that
they take part in.

How are children and young people with SEND enabled to engage in activities
available with children and young people in the school who do not have SEND?

As an inclusive school, every child has the opportunity to access all areas of the
curriculum. Therefore:

Provision for trips and activities will be adapted to meet individual needs, this includes
our residential. Any child needing specific help will have this discussed between school
and home before any visit or activity.

We make sure there are no barriers to your pupils with SEND enjoying the same
activities as other pupils in your school.

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils,
including our before-and after-school clubs.

All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trip(s). All pupils are encouraged to
take part in sports day/school plays/special workshops, etc. No pupil is ever excluded
from taking part in activities because of their SEN or disability.

What arrangements are in place for the admission of disabled pupils?

All pupils whose Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans will be admitted before any
other places are allocated.

Our oversubscription criteria avoids unfairly disadvantaging pupils with a disability.
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We aim to improve the physical environment to enable disabled pupils to take better
advantage of the education, benefits, facilities and services we provide, to help
disabled pupils access our school e.g. wide corridors, two of our schools are single
storey, two are two -storey with lifts.

What support is available for improving emotional and social development,
including extra pastoral arrangements for listening to the views of children and
young people with SEN and measures to prevent bullying?

Unless children are happy at school, learning is not as effective as it should be. Our
school has a good history of supporting children who are struggling with emotional
difficulties. In addition to the high quality class teaching, we run specific programmes
for small groups of children. These are most often run by a teaching assistant but
under the direction of the class teacher or the SENDCO. We use these sessions to focus
on targets to help make progress in specific areas. We also use individualised
programmes usually on a one to one basis, often supported by outside agencies.

Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children and
young people with special educational needs and about how specialist expertise will
be secured.

All SENDCOs have achieved or are working towards a (level 7) National Award for
Special Educational Needs Co-ordination. All SENDCOs in the Hawksmoor Learning
Trust attend relevant training and SENDCO Cluster Meetings in order to keep their
knowledge of SEND and the strategies and interventions up to date along with current
developments with SEND. Their role is then to deliver or organise training relevant to
the needs of the school, to all members of staff.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special
educational needs?

The school budget includes money for supporting children with SEND. The Head
Teacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities in consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the
school. The Head Teacher and the SENDCO discuss all the information they have about
SEND in the school, including the children getting extra support already, the children
needing extra support, the children who have been identified as not making as much
progress as would be expected and decide what resources/training and support is
needed.

If your child continues to make little or no progress, despite high quality teaching
targeting their needs, the class teacher and the SENDCO will assess whether the child
has a significant learning difficulty. Where this is the case, in consultation with
yourselves as parents/carers, an agreement about the level of SEND support that is
required will take place. The support will be carefully monitored to look at the impact.
If there is no or very little impact, it may be necessary to apply for an Education Health
and Care plan to further support the child’s needs.

Schools receive funding for all pupils including those with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities and they meet pupil’s need from this (including equipment). If the
assessment of a pupil’s needs identifies something that is significantly different to
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what is usually available, there will be additional funding allocated. Parents will have
a say in how this is used. You will be told if this means you are eligible for a personal
budget. This must be used to fund the agreed plan.

What are the arrangements for consulting parents of children with special
educational needs and involving them in their child’s education?

Class teachers and teaching assistants observe and assess your child throughout each
lesson. This knowledge, in addition, to the information collected during planned
assessments helps the class teacher to make judgments about your child’s strengths
and areas for development and progress made. The teacher highlights concerns about
progress and identifies any difficulties within the learning. A support plan may be
suggested to monitor progress.

This information is shared with parents/carers. Progress will be reviewed with your
involvement and plans and targets made for the next term. This will include an
element of support from home. All information from outside professionals will be
discussed with you. In addition to the designated meeting, the class teacher is
regularly available to discuss any concerns you may have.

The progress of a child with an Education Health and Care (EHC) Plan is formally
reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved with the child’s education.

What are the arrangements for consulting young people with SEN and involving
them in their education?

We recognise that all pupils have the right to be involved in making decisions and
exercising choice. In most lessons, all pupils are involved in monitoring and reviewing
their progress through the use of layered targets. We endeavour to fully involve all
pupils by encouraging them to:

e state their views about their education and learning

e identify their own needs and learn about learning

e share inindividual target setting across the curriculum so that they know what their
targets are and why they have them,

e self-review their progress and set new targets

e (for some pupils with special educational needs) monitor their success at achieving
the targets on their SEND Support Plan.

How does our school involve other bodies, including health and social care bodies,
local authority support services and voluntary sector organisations in meeting
children and young people’s special educational needs and supporting their
families?

» Specialist groups run by outside agencies

In line with the SEN Code of Practice 2014, when a child has been identified by the
SENDCO /class teacher as needing some extra specialist support in school from a
professional outside the school advice may be sought from e.g. Local Authority central
services, such as the Specialist SEND Support Service, or Sensory Impairment Service
(for pupils with a hearing or visual need), or outside agencies such as the Education
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Psychology Service (EPS). You may be asked to give your permission for the school to
refer your child to a specialist professional, e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or
Educational Psychologist. This will help the school and you to understand your child’s
particular needs better and be able to support them more effectively in school. The
specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make
recommendations as to the ways your child is given support.

Specified Individual support

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are severe, complex
and lifelong. This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
from 1%t September 2014. This means your child will have been identified by
professionals as needing a particularly high level of individual or small-group teaching.
This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that
cannot be overcome through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups. Your
child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school.
This may be from Local Authority central services such as the Specialist SEND Support
Service (for all SEND needs, and specialist support for pupils with ASD and ADHD)
Sensory Impairment Service (for students with a hearing or visual need), or outside
agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service.

Statutory Assessment

The school (or you) can request that Local Authority Services carry out a statutory
assessment of your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of
support that will be provided for your child. After the request has been made to the
‘Panel of Professionals’ (with a lot of information about your child, including some
from you), they will decide whether they think your child’s needs (as described in the
paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is
the case, they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a
report outlining your child’s needs. If they do not think your child needs this, they will
ask the school to continue with the current support.

After the reports have all been sent in, the Panel of Professionals will decide if your
child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong. If this is the case, they will write an
Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). If this is not the case, they will ask the school to
continue with the current level of support and also set up a meeting in school to
ensure a planis in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible. The
EHC Plan will outline the support your child will need and what strategies must be put
in place. An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class
learning, run individual programmes or run small groups including your child. It will
also have long- and short-term goals for your child.

Local Authority Provision delivered in school includes:

Educational Psychology Service

Specialist SEND Support Service

Sensory Impairment Service for children with visual or hearing needs
Information Advice and Support Service for SEND (IASS)

Health Provision delivered in school includes:
MWPS SEN Information Report 2023 10



Consultant Pediatrician

Speech and Language Therapy input to provide a higher level of service to the school
School Nurse

Occupational Therapy

Physiotherapy

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)

What arrangements are there for supporting children when they are leaving this
school?

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND, and we take steps
to ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.

If your child is moving to another school we will contact the school SENDCO and
ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that need to be
made for your child. Where possible, a planning meeting will take place with the
SENDCO from the new school. We will make sure that all records about your child are
passed on as soon as possible.

For children in Year 6, the SENDCO will discuss the specific needs of your child with
the SENDCO of the child’s secondary school. In most cases, a transition review meeting
to which you will be invited will take place with the SENDCO from the new school.
Your child will participate in focused learning relating to aspects of transition, to
support their understanding of the changes ahead. Where possible, your child will visit
their new school on several occasions, and in some cases staff from the new school
will visit your child in this school.

What arrangements are made by the governing body or the proprietor relating to
the treatment of complaints from parents of pupils with special educational needs
concerning the provision made at the school?

Your first point of contact is always the person responsible; this may be e.g. the class
teacher, the SENDCO or Headteacher. Explain your concerns to them first. If you are
not satisfied that your concern has been addressed speak to the Headteacher then
speak to the SEND Governor.

The parents of pupils with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination
claims to the first-tier SEND tribunal if they believe that our school has discriminated
against their children. They can make a claim about alleged discrimination regarding:

Exclusions
Provision of education and associated services
Making reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services

The contact details of support services for the parents of pupils with special

educational needs, including those for arrangements made in accordance with
clause 32.
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For contact details and information please refer to West Northamptonshire Council
(westnorthants.gov.uk)
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