
Welcome to Year 1
2022/23



Staff  

❖Mrs Parsons – Year 1 Class Teacher (1HP)

❖Miss Houghton (Mrs Poole) – TA (Higher 

Level Teaching Assistant qualification) 

❖Mrs Lewis – Head of School 



What are the similarities and differences between

Year One and Reception?
❖ There will be a transition topic on Pirates which will move with the children from the end of 

Reception into the beginning of Year 1. 

❖ There will still be a topic based approach to our learning, but topics will last for longer and 

have a subject focus. Topics usually last for half a term, rather than having a new topic each 

week, enabling children to learn more deeply. Topics might include Kings, Queens and Castles 

(History focus) Grandad’s Island (Geography focus) and Nocturnal Animals -Owls (Science -

animals focus)

❖ The children will begin to follow a more structured weekly timetable and take part in set 

lessons, including daily English, Phonics and Maths lessons -building up to sessions which last 

for up to an hour.

❖ The children will be working in a more structured way ,completing set activities at their 

tables, but they will still learn through exploration and play and use a variety of practical 

resources to support their learning. 

❖ Children will be supported to develop more independence and confidence both in learning 

and personal/social skills.



Where will Year 1 be? 
❖ Year One is situated on the front 

of the building, overlooking the 
road. The children will walk into 
school through the main pupil 
entrance in September, across the 
playground, past the Early Years 
outdoor covered area, past C4K 
and line up with Y1 staff on the 
playground.

❖ They will access the playground 
and exit school in the same way at 
the end of the day, when staff will 
bring them out to the playground 
to be collected.



Key objectives for Y1



Y1 Curriculum - Maths

In Year 1 at MWPS we will continue to follow the White Rose scheme of work.  We like 

this because:

❖ New learning is taught in small, progressive steps.

❖ It has a Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract (C-P-A) approach so that children can tackle new, 

abstract concepts more comfortably.

❖ New procedures are modelled and resources are used to help children to understand 

what they are learning.  

❖ Previously learned knowledge, concepts and procedures are regularly revisited to 

make sure that mathematical knowledge becomes deeply embedded - encouraging 

rapid recall and increasing confidence.

❖ It encourages rich mathematical talk. 

❖ It helps children to problem-solve by building on prior learning to help them see 

connections and patterns. 

❖ It encourages a growth mindset –characters are hard-working, enthusiastic and not 

afraid to make mistakes.



White Rose Maths

Learning is broken down into blocks and each block is broken down into 

small steps which will link back to the steps already taken in EYFS. 



White Rose Maths
The children work with the teacher in a range of ways, then then move 

on to work independently to apply and rehearse what they have learnt so 

far through varied questions – including reasoning and problem solving. 

The children have their own colourful workbook for each block of work 

that is covered.

Teachers can access a range of

problems, visual representations and

supporting materials. 



White Rose Maths
At the start of each lesson the children work on a combination of 

teacher guided, paired and independent tasks to develop their 

confidence.  This is where they can share, learn and explore ideas.

They tackle fluency-style questions before moving on to reasoning 

and problem solving where they have to apply what they have just 

learnt.

Practical 

resources are 

used 

whenever 

possible and 

mathematical 

talk is 

encouraged 

through key 

questioning.



How can you help with Maths at home?
To help your child develop a good understanding of number we ask you to use every opportunity 

to bring in counting and exploring number in every day life. For example: 

• Play fun board games with your children.

• Recognise numbers in the environment e.g. on the remote control, numbers of doors and 

buses etc.

• Practise counting to and from 100

• Practise all number bonds to 10 and then 20 (e.g. 7 + 3 = 10 so 7+ 13 = 20)

• Practise counting on in different groups of numbers (2s/5s/10s). 

• Start at different numbers and practise counting on d back e.g. start at 9 and count on to 15 

e.g. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15… or can you start at 14 and count back to 0?
• If you are following a recipe, ask children to help measure out the ingredients. ‘How many 

grams do we need?’ 
• Support your child to recognise all coins and notes. Can they help you to pay for items 

when you are out shopping?

• If going on an outing or discussing time, look at the clock and think about where the big hand 

and little hands are. Can the children identify an o’clock and half past time?



Y1 Curriculum - English: Writing

At MWPS we follow Jane Considine’s The Write Stuff for writing. We like this because:

❖ It engages children through short, intensive moments of learning that they can then 

immediately apply to their own writing. Children have been introduced to some of the 

learning lenses in EYFS with Grandma Fantastic.

❖ It promotes high quality teacher modelling and is based on high quality texts.

❖ There is a focus on good use of vocabulary.

❖ Grammar is embedded within lessons – it is taught when children 

need it.  E.g. commas in a list are taught just before they are going 

to be using them in their own writing.  This makes it more meaningful.



English - What does a Write Stuff lesson look like?

Experience 

Days



The Writing Rainbow & lenses
Fantastics – the ideas of writing (EYFS Grandma 

Fantastic!)

Grammaristics – the tools of writing

Boomtastics – the techniques of writing

Lessons are broken into learning chunks – providing a clear and 
systematic approach to learning. Each chunk is taught in the same 
way.

Initiate – gain interest and encourage children to share ideas and 
think out loud.  

Model – by demonstrating and modelling the children are able to see 
into the writer’s brain. 

Enable – children have a go – feeling more confident following the 
modelling stage.

English - What does a Write Stuff lesson look like?



Y1 Curriculum - English: Reading

Through a combination of independent, paired and whole-class sessions, reading takes place every day as 

part of Phonics but also through book talk and story sessions.  High quality texts that cover a range of 

themes, topics and cultures are part of our daily routine and support us in our aim for all children to 

become confident and competent readers. 

Book Talk 

Book Talk is a whole class approach to reading that directly teaches 

comprehension 

skills by looking at texts through different ‘Reading lenses’.  Within 
these sessions:

• Children are grouped in abilities – all children access the same 

questions.

• Challenging texts can be used to stretch understanding.

• Peer discussions are encouraged to develop quality responses. 

• Teachers are able to make on-going assessments throughout 

sessions.



Y1 Curriculum English: Phonics and Handwriting

Phonics and handwriting

Starting from September we will be teaching phonics through the Read, Write Inc phonics 
scheme. There will be a meeting for all parents to explain this more fully once all staff 
have received training. Some members of staff are already familiar with the scheme.

Read Write Inc is also a scheme for handwriting, which provides a consistent and 
systematic approach to the fundamental skills needed for children to become confident 
writers. This scheme enables children to develop their automaticity in formation, 
orientation and placement of letters, which frees up space in their working memory. 
Children who are able to write legibly, with fluency and at pace, can focus on the 
content of what is written and are more likely to develop into creative, imaginative 
writers. This will build on the skills already learnt through Kinetic letters. 



Y1 Phonics Check – DFE assessment 

❖ In line with the National Assessment and Reporting Arrangements 
for Key Stage 1 the children will complete a phonics screening 
check during the Summer Term.

(Please avoid holidays or taking children out of school in June.)

❖ During the check, the children will use their knowledge of sound 
patterns to decode and read real and nonsense words. 

❖ The children prepare for this assessment during their Phonic 
sessions throughout the year, with extra games and activities to do 
at home.



How can you help with English at home?

 Read with and to your child daily.  Immerse them in lots of different books from an 

early age. 75% of children who read nine or more books a month read above the 

level expected of them, compared with 28.6% of those who read no books in a 

month.

 Encourage a love of reading-take them to the local library. Let them see you 

reading, talk to them about what you’re reading and why…
 Discuss the books they are reading. Ask them about the plot, themes and 

characters. Can they back their opinions up with evidence from the text? Can they 

predict what will happen next? Can they explain why they think this?

 Spend time discussing the meanings of any new words your child encounters. 



Trips and Visitors 

Trips and visits will be linked to the topics – usually a maximum of one visit/visitor 
per full term- unless free!! 

These might include an experience day, a visitor coming into school or 
the year group going on a trip out somewhere. 

Trips/Visits  may include: 

- A visit to the theatre 

- Owl experience

- Visit to the local church 

- Visit from local library

- A visit to the woods



Homework 

 Reading/Phonics

Reading is the most important thing you can do with your child. Reading to 
them is just as important as listening to them. Children will bring home books 
matched to their phonic ability. They may have a phonics challenge or game to 
play.

 Maths 

This will often be a practical, fun task to consolidate learning or games 
to help build basic skills such as number bonds to 10/20/100

 Getting the balance right ….little and often 



Timetable 

 Maths English and phonics daily – usually in the mornings

 Foundation subjects in the afternoons –
Science/Music/RE/History/Geography/Art -sometimes 
blocked/sometimes a weekly session. Depending on the topic 
focus…

 PE 

Please ensure children bring their PE kits into school at the 
beginning of each half term. These will then be sent home for 
washing half termly. 

Long hair must be tied back for all PE lessons and the children are 
not permitted to wear any jewellery (including earrings) for PE. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday full days and Thursday morning: 

Mrs Parsons

PPA/cover : Mrs Lewis/Miss Houghton (Mrs Poole from 

September) 



Daily timings 

 School starts promptly at 8.45am. Children can be dropped off on the playground, near the 
external Y1 door from 8.30am, where they will line up with a member of the Year 1 team to 
be brought into school at 8.45.am Children should not be left in the playground on their own 
before this time. Arrival after 8.45am will mean signing in at the office, as the playground 
gates will be locked.

 Please note scooters and bikes are not to be ridden on the school site and the drop off layby 
outside school will be much busier, with 60 children on the premises! 

 When the children enter in the morning, they will come in independently, put their things 
away and then complete the morning job that will be on their table. 

 The school day finishes at 3.15pm. The gates will be open from 3pm to allow parents to 
gradually enter the school site to collect. Children are to be collected from the playground, 
where they will line up in the same position as they started the day. This will help to ease 
congestion inside the building as we grow. 



Communications 

Newsletters (half-termly) 

Class Dojo Story

Parent’s Evenings (Autumn/Spring)
Arbor/email

Website



ANY QUESTIONS? Any 

questions?


